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be some money left in the treasury. I feel very happy over this and I am sure 
when the ward room steward and the cook have a better knowledge of our likes 
and dislikes, we shall be in clover. Meanwhile the nurses enjoy the novelty of 
the arrangement. Miss K was elected Mess Treasurer for March. We intend 
to run a little close, so that we will have a bank account sufficient to put in the 
stores that we want. We are all enthusiastic that the plan is developing so 
successfully. During our short stop at Hampton Roads, the boats brought the 
nurses from that hospital over to the ship and later took them home. They 
appeared to enjoy their visit greatly and we were proud hostesses. To-day, the 
ship is being washed so that she will be spick and span when we join the Fleet. 
What a wonderful moment it is going to be. We are thrilled when we think of 
it. The nurses are to be on the bridge deck, the officers on the upper deck, and 
all will be at attention as we approach and swing into place. We had our first 
operation last night, — appendectomy. Everything went off beautifully; there 
was so little motion that we forgot we were on shipboard. In the operating room, 
not a sound, that is, not one of the ship's sounds, could be heard. 

March 4 — Guantanamo Bay. 

I doubt if anyone in Washington has been as thrilled to-day as we were when 
we swung into the Bay. We sighted Cuba about 6:00 a. m. and at 12 we rounded 
the point. Four hydroplanes came up to meet us. The sky was amazingly blue 
with great banks of white fleecy clouds and there was no flaw in the appearance 
of our beautiful ship. All the partially sick nurses are in fine condition now and 
are fully equipped with "sea legs." The Solace (one of the old hospital ships) is 
here and looks like a little tug boat, but of course all look small beside the "Master 
Hospital Ship." I can hear you saying, "How much they dislike themselves!" 

J. B. B. 
THE HANDICAP OF ONE SCHOOL 

Dear Editor: I am a very interested reader of the Journal, and have read 
repeated discussions on shortage of student nurses, so I would like to contribute 
my opinion as to the cause. I believe one of the causes is poor and insufficient 
food. Sorry to state that such is the case in our school. Since I have been in 
the school, we have never had one thing served to us hot, except, on one occasion, 
some hot soup, due to the fact that a member of the Board was a guest at dinner. 
Soup is a very special dish, being served about once every two months. Potatoes 
never vary, always boiled whole and served to us absolutely cold ; oatmeal, in the 
morning, is always cold, with cold milk, consequently we do not eat it. Suppers 
never vary, always cold fried potatoes, with tea so black it looks like coffee, for 
the woman in the kitchen believes in boiling tea. There is always only half enough 
for us to eat, — seldom any provision made for the night nurses. It is a well known 
fact that we maintain the restaurants and lunch houses of the town, most of our 
money goes for eats; we must spend it or be hungry most of the time. The 
woman in charge of the kitchen is very old in the service, and having grown up 
with the place she feels she owns the hospital and the nurses. We had a very 
agreeable maid in the kitchen for a while, but because she was good to us, and 
tried to see that we got something to eat when she had the chance, she was 
discharged. So you can see why our girl friends do not enter the training school. 
I believe it is a mistake to grow old in charge of a hospital and remain narrow; it 
would be better to find out what the rest of our friends are doing. I do wish our 
outlook were brighter, as I would like to see our hospital with a good sized train- 
ing school. 

New York J. M. 



